Aqueous Borders: Colonizing Water in the 21st Century
Part One: Water, Pollution, and Toxicity
Worksheet: Max Liboiron’s “How Plastic Is a Function of Colonialism” and Introduction to Max Liboiron’s Pollution is Colonialism


Instructions

Read Max Liboiron’s Teen Vogue article “How Plastic Is a Function of Colonialism” AND THEN read pages 1-13 of Max Liboiron’s “Introduction” to Pollution is Colonialism. Answer the following questions after you read. 


Questions on “How Plastic Is a Function of Colonialism”

1. What does Liboiron mean by “an ‘away’” (paragraph 6 of “How Plastic”). For whom (or for where) is Nain an “away”?








2. What is colonialism, according to Liboiron? (paragraph 3 of “How Plastic”; p. 11 of “Introduction”)










Questions 2, 3, and 4 pertain to the following quote from the “Introduction”: 

“…in September 2015, a US-based environmental NGO called the Ocean Conservancy released a report looking for solutions to marine plastic pollution that recommended that countries in Southeast Asia work with foreign-funded industries to build incinerators to burn plastic waste. This recommendation follows a long line of colonial acts in the name of plastics, from accessing Indigenous Land to extracting oil and gas (and occasionally corn) for feedstock; to producing disposable plastics that use land to store, contain, and assimilate the waste; to pointing the finger at local “foreign” and Indigenous peoples for “mismanaging” waste imported from industrial and colonial centres; and then gaining access to that Land to solve their uncivilized approach to waste (mis)management” (Liboiron 13). 


3. Underline the FOUR different colonial acts that the quote describes. 


4. Why does Liboiron refer to the following as a colonial act: “pointing the finger at local ‘foreign’ and Indigenous peoples for ‘mismanaging’ waste imported from industrial and colonial centres” (13). What is colonial about that, according to Liboiron’s definition of colonialism? Use your answer to #1 above as a guide. 







5. Were you surprised by Liboiron’s assertion that “gaining access to that Land to solve [Southeast Asian countries’] [“]uncivilized[”] approach to waste (mis)management” (13) is a colonial act? 





a. What about it is colonial? 





b. What would an anticolonial alternative approach be for Ocean Conservancy to take in their waste management recommendations?  







6. Use both “How Plastic” and the Introduction to answer the following question. What is Liboiron’s opinion on individuals changing their buying behavior? Does he think that the problems he outlines can be changed if individuals stop buying plastic items? Do you or do you not agree with Liboiron? 

